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 As I was growing and training for ministry, I had a man in 

my life who invested in me, and discipled me in my schooling and 

ministry.  Dave Sulack took the time and expended the energy to 

make sure I developed into the man God wanted me to be.   

 Dave Sulack was my instructor during my four years of training to 

become a pastor.  While we studied everything from doctrine to church history, 

counseling to preaching, Dave’s heart was for making disciples.  Every time we 

were together he would ask the same questions: Who are you discipling? Who 

are you investing in to reproduce yourself?  

 Discipleship and making disciples is the buzz word of the church today.  

In reality what does that look like?  What does the 

word disciple mean? It means: “Follower, a learner.”  

Jesus didn’t say in Mark 1:17-18 “Show up for this 

class, or go to this small group and you will be my 

disciple.”  Instead He challenged us, “Come, follow 

me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” 

AT ONCE they left their nets and followed him." (Mark 

1:17-18, NIV)  

 Jesus knew disciple-making was all about 

relationship.  It is about hanging out together, living life together, learning from 

each other. A disciple studies scripture so they know God better, is dependent 

on prayer, loves others by showing them acts of kindness  and lives a life of 

worship whether at work, at home or on vacation.  People can see the 

difference in a disciple because of the Holy Spirit.  

  Rob Wiese, partnering with Cadre Ministries, put on a great conference 

last Friday in the Soul Garage on what disciple-making is all about.  Dave and 

Renie Garda of Cadre Ministries helped us all to see that true discipleship can 

only happen in relationship, period.  "For where two or three come together in 

my name, there am I with them.”" (Matthew 18:20, NIV).   

 Disciple making isn’t a top/down, teacher/student 

relationship.  It is, as they put it, a mutual community where it is you, 

me and the Holy Spirit.   A mutual community learns from one 

another (Phil 2:1-2, Gal 6:2) uses giftings (1 Peter 4:10, 1 Cor 12:18

-20) and learns together (1 Thes 3:11-12, Heb 10:24).  The Bible 

says “go and make disciples...” According to scripture, you cannot 

call yourself a disciple of Christ if you are not discipling someone.  

Everyone needs to make disciples and God designed it so we can all learn 

together and from each other.  It makes me feel better knowing I don’t need to 

have all the answers, and it should you as well.  Disciple-making is learning in 

relationship and from each other.   

 I believe in my heart that this city, this nation and world will be won back 

to Jesus one person at a time.  We all need to be reproducing ourselves. We will 

reach far more people if we invest in a person who will invest in a person who 
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Upcoming Events 
 March 6—Sunday, Baptism 

Service at Maranatha at 1:00 
PM in the sanctuary. 

 March 7— Monday, Special 

Meeting for Saturday Night 
Worship Service at 7:00 PM 
in the Soul Garage 
Awakening Room.   

 March 8—Tuesday, 2011 

Women’s Retreat 
registrations and deposits 
due to Cindy McClain or 
church office. 

 March 11—Friday, Campus 

Crusade for Christ event in 
the Soul Garage from 7:00-
10:00 PM.  Call Don Stiver at 
715-651-7079 for more 
information. 

 March 13—Daylight 
Savings time begins.  Be 
sure to set your clocks ahead 
so you are not late for 
worship services in the 
sanctuary at 8:45 AM,  10:30 
AM and AWAKENING 
Service at 10:30 AM in the 
Soul Garage.  

 March 13—Sunday, 

Membership Classes at 
Maranatha begin at noon in 
the fellowship hall.  Contact 
Pastor Paul for details at 715-
234-8313. 

 March 16—Wednesday, 

Young at Heart (Age 55+) 
Potluck lunch in the 
fellowship hall at noon, 
followed by gospel singing 
quartet “Anything Goes”.  
Sign up at the bulletin board 
inside the fellowship hall for 
what you can bring for the 
potluck.  Beverages and 
dessert provided.   

 March 20—Sunday, 

Membership Classes at 
Maranatha continue at noon 
in the fellowship hall.  Contact 
Pastor Paul for details at 715-
234-8313. 



will invest in a person.  A disciple makes disciples who 

make disciples.   

 Who do you have in your life you love to hang 

out with, that you can unpack scripture with, and you 

can love on and pray for? Discipleship is about 

relationships.  Get into a relationship that challenges 

you, encourages you and supports you.  It is about 

relationships that will help you know God more, help 

you see God more. "Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and 

I will make you fishers of men.” AT ONCE they left their 

nets and followed him." I pray that we will all become 

more like Jesus and say “come, hang out with me and 

we can become fishers of men  TOGETHER.”  Never 

forget that we are HIS witness and when people see us 

they are able to see Jesus.   Pastor Paul 

 

On the Ice… 
Annual Men’s Ice Fishing Outing 

Pictures 
courtesy 
of  Lisa  
Rischette 

Fish were biting… 

And we were catching! 

Imitating His Voice 

Pastor Mark Thompson of Faribault, Minnesota, suffered terrible 

knife wounds from an assailant in his home, in October 1988. One of the 

many consequences of his difficult recovery was being forced to 

miss watching his son Chris run in the state cross-country champion-

ship meet. 

Pastor Thompson commissioned his brother Merv to go in his 

stead. According to the account in the St. Paul Pioneer Press & Dis-

patch, Mark told his brother, “I can’t be there to see Chris run. So I 

want you there at the beginning of the race. Holler a lot…. Then at the 

end, I want you to really cheer loudly. And I want you to make your voice 

sound like mine.”Merv heeded the advice, and Chris ran a strong race, 

finishing second. Merv, also a pastor, discerned the theological truth in 

the story. 

“That’s what Jesus wants us to do.” he said. “Make your voice sound like 

mine.” 



February Elder Report 

By elder chairman, Doug Ripplinger 

 

Hello everyone,  

 

The elder board is beginning something new this month in the Messenger. The elders are going to take 

turns writing monthly reports. Our purpose is to communicate some highlights from what the elders are 

doing and acquaint you with each elder.  

 

I’ve been the elder chairman the past five years. My wife, Connie, and I have been married for almost 

38 years and have four grown children and five grandchildren. My family is such a blessing. 

 

At our elder business meeting we reviewed each church ministry with reports from the elder liaisons. 

 There were 36 in attendance at our Marriage Seminar with David & Phyllis Howie. Next seminar will 

include financial aid for those in need. 

 Shellie Oftedahl will take over as Red Cross Blood Drive coordinator from Connie Ripplinger. 

 The Hospitality Team is making some decorating updates to our fellowship hall; notice the large 

screen TV the Women’s Group has installed on the west wall. 

 Cindy McClain has been affirmed to lead our Women’s Ministry. 

 The Awakening Service in the Soul Garage is averaging 80 attendees per week. 

 The Saturday evening service is presently in the planning stage with hopes to start after Easter. 

 The college ministry, with Don Stiver leading, is doing well with twenty plus attending. 

 Our church insurance coverage is now being handled by the Jeff VanGilder Insurance Agency. 

 Ginny Proffitt has agreed to lead our Children’s Ministry starting this late summer. 

 Our nursery is going through some growing pains, we will be expanding into CJ’s office for a short 

term fix. The master plan calls for a new nursery when the connector is placed between the fellowship 

hall and the ministry center. 

 

February 15th we had our quarterly elder & ministry team leader meeting; these are times to hear from 

our ministries and, in turn, encourage and build up our team leaders. 

 

It is a joy and blessing to serve with all of you at Maranatha, 

Doug Ripplinger 



The Folly of Earthly Kingdoms 

 

 On April 9, 1945, the Nazis executed Dietrich Bonhoeffer by hanging in a concentration camp. Bonhoeffer 

had been a staunch opponent of the Nazis from the beginning of Hitler’s reign. Two days after Hitler came to 

power on January 30, 1933, Bonhoeffer gave a radio address. He warned Germany of slipping into an 

idolatrous cult of the Führer (leader) who could become a Verführer (misleader or seducer). Hitler 

quickly took control of the leadership of the church. Martin Niemöller and Bonhoeffer established the 

Confessing Church and broke their association with the majority who were submissive to the Nazis.  

Our world is still troubled today. There is unrest in the Middle East and it is spreading. There 

is unrest in Wisconsin. It may spread to other states as well. History teaches us again and again that 

human leaders, government or otherwise, tend to become “false kings,” “misleaders,” “seducers.”  

Bonhoeffer wrote in Letters and Papers from Prison:  "Any violent display of power, whether political or 

religious, produces an outburst of folly in a large part of mankind. . . . It is not that certain human capacities . . . 

become stunted or destroyed, but rather that the upsurge of power makes such an overwhelming impression that 

men are deprived of their independent judgment.”   

Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world.  If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by 

the Jews.” (John 18:36) He taught His disciples: “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.  If 

you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. . . . But I have chosen you out of the world. That is why 

the world hates you. (John 15:18-19)  

 "We have been silent witnesses of evil deeds; we have been drenched by many storms; we have 

learnt the arts of equivocation and pretence; experience has made us suspicious of others and kept 

us from being truthful and open; intolerable conflicts have worn us down. . . . Will our inward power 

of resistance be strong enough, and our honesty with ourselves remorseless enough, for us to find 

our way back to simplicity and straightforwardness?" (Letters and Papers from Prison) 

  

 We are charged: “If you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God.  To 

this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his 

steps.” (I Peter 2:20-21) “This is how we know we are in him: Whoever claims to live in him must walk as 

Jesus did.” (I John 2:5-6) Jesus taught us to pray: “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.” (Matthew 6:10) 

 Bonhoeffer gazed through God’s window and followed in the steps of the King of Kings. Unlike most of 

his countrymen, he was not “deprived of [his] independent judgment.” Desiring the rule of God on earth as in 

heaven, he rejected the rule of a Verführer. The camp doctor who witnessed his execution said: “He again said a 

short prayer and then climbed the few steps to the gallows, brave and composed. . . . I have hardly ever seen a 

man die so entirely submissive to the will of God.”  

 A few are called to martyrdom.  But most live ordinary and full lives through troubled times. Isaiah wrote: 

“You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you. Trust in the Lord 

forever, for the Lord, the Lord is the Rock eternal.” (26:3-4) Steadfast trust in the King of Kings, rather than any 

earthly leader, is the only source for the “inward power of resistance . . . strong enough, and . . . honesty with 

ourselves remorseless enough, for us to find our way back to simplicity and 

straightforwardness"   during the challenges we face in life.  

 

by Lawrence D. Anderson 



Please include these people in your prayers: 

Marilyn Longseth, Lois Northey, Laura Hill,  Stan Oftedahl, 
Darlene Strohmeyer, Millie Bjugstad, Pat Swanson, Patricia 
Randall, Harold Edwards,  Loni Wold, Colin Wessman, 
Amanda Stariha, Marjie Peterson’s husband Lynn, Paul 
Green’s step-brother Tom, Kathy Johnson’s mother Irene 
Vaughn, Cheryl Darrow’s mother Gladys, Craig Severud’s 
dad Todd, Al Davidson’s mother Pearl, Fran Reich’s son 
Wally, Pavick’s son Jeremiah, Marge Heinecke’s cousin 
Laura Roberts, Rod & Laurie Flohr’s nephew Joshua, 
Roccy Raymond’s brother Todd, Jeanne Stricklen’s brother 
Tom, Culver’s former son-in-law Rick,   Ginny Proffitt’s 
cousin's wife Robbie, Trevor & Melinda Zurn’s nephew 
Jerry Stoeklen, Julie Reid’s cousin Becky, Shirlee Lucken’s 
friend Marsha Williams, Mary Potter’s sisters Dorothy & 
Ruth, Patsy Danovsky’s brother Perry, Mary Graese’s 
sister Corinne, Nancy Peterson’s friend Nancy Erickson,  
Believers in Egypt, Carol Montgomery’s foster 
granddaughter Tina. 

Serving in the military: Sue Anderson’s son-in-law Alex 
and Janet Sigl’s classmate Bruce Simon are serving in 
Afghanistan.   

Praises:  Kevin & Shari Pinkerton’s daughter-in-law’s 
mother Cheri has been healed of cancer.  Dean Valentin’s 

“But God 
has surely 

listened and 
heard my voice 
in prayer.  Praise 
be to God, who 
has not rejected 
my prayer or 
withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

cousin Greg is home safely from military service in 
Afghanistan.   

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

Maranatha Women’s Ministries on the Move 
Cindy McClain has accepted the 

position of Women’s Ministries 

Director at Maranatha.  With this 

she brings a number of teams to 

support the ministry.  Right now 

Women’s Ministry is involved in 

three Women's Bible Studies, and 

in cooperation with American 

Christian Tours is hosting the 

Women’s Spring Retreat to Min-

neapolis, MN on May 20-21 to 

see Beth Moore’s Living Proof-

Live!  If you are interested, please 

contact Cindy at 715-236-2706  

Maranatha Women’s 

Ministries and 

American Christian 

Tours 

present Women’s 

Retreat 2011 

 

Join us for 2 days 

of fun, shopping, & 

Beth Moore – Live! 

Just $125  for an 

incredible weekend! 

Friday  May 20   

8:30 a.m. Meet at Church 

9:00 a.m.  Depart for Minneapolis! 

11:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Mall of America – Free Time & Shopping 

 Lunch/ Dinner on own 

4:30 p.m. Depart for Hotel – Spring Hill Suites 

5:00 p.m.  Hotel Check-in 

6:00 p.m. Depart for Conference 

7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.  Living Proof Live! with Beth Moore 

10:00 p.m. Hotel Arrival 

Saturday May 21    

7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. Hotel Breakfast at Leisure & Check-out 

8:00 a.m. Depart for Conference 

8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.   Living Proof Live! with Beth Moore 

12:30 p.m. Depart for Rice Lake, WI 

1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Lunch on own in Hudson, WI 

                4:00 p.m. Arrive at Church 

Call Cindy McClain 

at 715-236-2706 

for more  

information and 

registration forms. 



3340 S. Main Street 

Rice Lake, WI  54868 

Phone:  715-234-8313 

mefc@chibardun.net 

Maranatha 
Evangelical  Free 
Church  

We’re on the Web! 

www.maranathafree.com 
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Winter Sunday Worship times:  Sanctuary Servxces Bevxn at 8:45 AM and q0:30 AM.  “Awakenxnv” Worswxp bevxns at q0:30 AM xn twe 
Soul Garage. 

Baptism Service —We are having a Baptism Service on March 6th for those who wish to be baptized at 1:00 PM in the sanctuary. 

Monday Night Prayer at 6:30 PM on Monday, Marcw 7tw xn Pastor Paul’s Offxce at Maranatwa. 

Saturday Night Worship Information Gathering Meeting  on Monday, March 7th at 7:00 PM in the Soul Garage AWAKENING Room.  Be 
sure to join us for input, ideas and information regarding the Saturday night worship services.  For more information contact 
Pastor Dan or Pastor Paul at 715-234-8313. 

Campus Crusade for Christ event—in the Soul Garage on Friday, March 11th.  Contact Don Stiver at 715-651-7079 for more 
information. 

Membership Classes At Maranatha—Sundays March 13th and 20th in the Fellowship hall at Noon-2:30 PM..  Join us to learn more 
about Maranatha, take the membership classes and have a great time fellowshipping together.  For more information 
contact pastor Paul at 715-234-8313 or mark the appropriate box on the blue sheet and he will contact you. 

Young at Heart (Age 55+) March 16th Potluck lunch in the fellowship hall at noon, followed by gospel singing quartet 
“Anytwxnv Goes”.  Sxvn up at twe bulletxn board xnsxde twe fellowswxp wall for wwat you can brxnv for twe potluck.  
Beverages and dessert provided.  For more information contact Lee & Shelby Wohlk at 715-458-2925. 

Women’s Secret Prayer Pal If you would like to join secret Prayer pals, please fill out an information slip on the 
table across from twe batwrooms xn twe cwurcw’s soutw wallway and place xn twe box before Marcw 6tw. Secret Pals xs a way to 
become better acquainted with other women at Maranatha, encourage them throughout the year with cards and prayer..  For 
more information contact Judy Gonske at 715-234-4268. 

Women’s Study of Revelatxon (Beth Moore video series): meets Wednesdays, 6:45 PM-8:45 PM or Thursdays, 9:00-11:15 AM) , in the 
fellowship hall. This study will continue weekly with Cindy McClain (715-236-2706) on Wednesday nights through May 4th.  The 
Thursday study will meet with Mary Holmes (715-418-9761) and Janna Haack on Thursday mornings in the fellowship hall with Child 
care provided .   

remember our Missionaries…  Visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com and click on the link for MINISTRIES which will take 
you to wwere you can clxck on “mxssxons.”  Monthly updated prayer requests will be posted there.   If you do not have access to 
the internet, please pick up a copy of the Missionary Prayer Sheet from the Connecting Point (desk) in the Welcome Center 
Lobby) each month as we update it. 

Coming in April: 
Hands to twe Plow Mxnxstrxes women’s retreat: April 1-2 in Siren, WI.— Registration forms available at the connecting point.  For 
more information contact Peggy Kohler at 715-354-3193. 

Compassion International on April 3rd In the fellowship hall between services.  You can sponsor a child for just $38/month and 
help them have safe water, nutrition, and health care.  For more information contact Renee Abraham at 715-651-6855. 

March Announcements 


